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Please Contact us, we urgently need
your support!!!

• FUNDAECO-Central:
- Director General: Marco V. Cerezo B.
- Director Administrativo-Financiero: Luis E. Morales A.
- Director Técnico: Byron O. Villeda P.
- Directora de Desarrollo Institucional:  Karen Aguilar Ponce
- Dirección Postal: 25 calle 2-39 zona 1, 0101 Ciudad Guatemala, Guatemala C.A.
- Teléfonos: 502-22534991/94
- Correo electrónico: fundaeco@fundaeco.org.gt  www.fundaeco.org.gt

• FUNDAECO-San Gil:
- Coordinador:  Oswaldo Calderón C.
- Dirección Postal: Calle Las Escobas, Santo Tomas de Castilla, Puerto Barrios Izabal, Guatemala C.A.
- Teléfonos: 502-79484404/94
- Correo electrónico: o.calderon@fundaeco.org.gt

• FUNDAECO-Morales:
- Coordinador:  Manuel Orozco.
- Dirección Postal: Apartamento 1 y 2, Neftali Morales, Barrio moderno, Morales , Izabal, Guatemala C.A.
- Teléfonos: 502-79476537
- Correo electrónico: j.orozco@fundaeco.org.gt

• FUNDAECO-Santa Cruz:
- Coordinador:  Elder Perez
- Dirección Postal: Barrio el estadio, aldea Fronteras Rio Dulce, Livingston, Izabal
- Teléfonos: 502-52099329
- Correo electrónico: e.perez@fundaeco.org.gt

• Consorcio para Río Sarstún Amantes de la Tierra-FUNDAECO:
- Coordinador:  Julio Montenegro
- Dirección Postal: Barrio Barique Livingston, Izabal, Guatemala C.A.
- Teléfonos: 502-79470789
- Correo electrónico: j.montenegro@fundaeco.org.gt

• FUNDAECO-Costas:
- Coordinador:  Jean-Luc Betoulle
- Sub-coordinadora Cleopatra Méndez
- Dirección Postal: Barrio Minerva Livingston, Izabal, Guatemala C.A.
- Teléfonos: 502-79470152
- Correo electrónico: jl.betoulle@fundaeco.org.gt

• FUNDAECO-Metropolitana:
- Coordinador:  Gabriel Valle
- Dirección Postal: 7 calle “a” 20-53 zona 11, Colonia Mirador I, 01011 Ciudad Guatemala, Guatemala C.A.
- Teléfonos: 502-24404615/09
- Correo electrónico: g.valle@fundaeco.org.gt

• FUNDAECO-Huehuetenango:
- Coordinador:  Rolando Goméz
- Dirección Postal: 6avenida “b” 9-35 zona 1, 2do. Nivel, Colonia Metis, Huhuetenango, Guatemala C.A.
- Teléfonos: 502-77641852/77627656
- Correo electrónico: r..gomez@fundaeco.org.gt

• FUNDAECO-Frontera Norte
- Coordinador Jorge Luis Hernández
- Dirección Postal:  Edificio Municipal de Barillas, Barillas Huehuetenango
- Telefóno: 502-77804933
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“For our water, for our forests, for all of  Life,
For our sons and daughters,
We seek to Conserve Nature,
To restore our environment,
To value, empower and support the Traditional Cultures
and People that live in harmony with their environment,
And to promote sustainable, equitable and decent livelihoods
for Present and future generations”.

Our Mission:
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FUNDAECO´s conservation and sustainable community development efforts have been
possible thanks to the generous support of  many partners, collaborators and Donors. During
our first 20 years of  institutional life, our main benefactors have been the following:

Our Partners and
Historical Donors

(1990-2010):

- Royal Embassy of  the Netherlands in 
Guatemala

- Embassy of  the United Kingdom in 
Guatemala

- Embassy of  Canada in Guatemala
- French Fund for the Global Environment 

(FFEM)
- BID
- Global Environmental Facility-UNDP 

(GEF)- UNDP
- Agencia Española de Cooperación 

Internacional (AECI)
- Norwegian Agency for Development 

(NORAD)
- Central American Commission for 

Environment and Development
- European Union (EU)
- Organization of  American Status
- The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
- The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

(NFWF)
- Conservation International (CI)- Critical 

Ecosystems Partnership Fund (CEPF)
- AVINA
- World Union for Nature (IUCN)
- Hawk Mountain International
- Maryland Ornithological Society

- Humane Society International (HSI)
- Fundación SOROS Guatemala
.           Planet Parenthood Federation of  America
.           AME Guatemala
- Netherlands Committee of  the IUCN
- World Land Trust (WLT)
- Institute for Bird Population
- Rainforest Alliance
- Netherlands Committee of  Members of  

IUCN (NC-IUCN)
- Catholic Relief  Services (CRS)
- CARE
- TROCAIRE
- INCAE-BID-FOMIN
- U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
- Instituto Nacional de Bosques –INAB-
- Instituto Guatemalteco de Turismo 

–INGUAT-
- Ministerio de Agricultura (MAGA)
- MAGA-FONAGRO
- MAGA-OIM
- Fondo Nacional para la Conservación 

–FONACON-
- Fondo Nacional para el Desarrollo de la 

Ciencia y la Tecnología –FODECYT-
- Canales 3 y 7
- Banco de Desarrollo Rural –BANRURAL-

Thank you all for your trust and generous support!
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FUNDAECO is a private, non-political and not-for-profit organization dedicated to Nature
Conservation and Sustainable Community Development.
It was created in 1990, and has a history of  over 20 years of  environmental work in Guatemala and
Central America.

FUNDAECO is legally accredited in the Civil Registry of  Guatemala, the Tax Administration Authority
(SAT), the Social Security Institute (IGSS), the Labor Ministry and the Accounting Authority Office
(Contraloría General de Cuentas).

FUNDAECO is registered as a co-managing partner in the National Protected Areas Council (CONAP),
the National Forests Institute (INAB), the National Agrarian Institution and Land Fund (FONTIERRA),
the National Institute of  Tourism (INGUAT) and the National Council of  Science and Technology
(CONCYT).

In 2006 FUNDAECO was rewarded with the BBVA Foundation Biodiversity Conservation Awards,
 for the original and exemplary nature of  its interventions in the Biological Corridor in the Guatemala
Caribbean.  This is one of  the most recognised awars in the world.

FUNDAECO is a Member of  the World Union for Nature (IUCN) since 1993, and is a Founding
Member of  the National Association of  Environmental NGO´s (ASOREMA), and the Trinational
Alliance for the Conservation of  the Gulf  of  Honduras (TRIGOH).

FUNDAECO is also certified with NGO Benchmarking certification given by La Societé Génétale
de Surveillance.

Our Organization was created in order to tackle the rapid destruction and loss of  Guatemala’s natural

resources and biodiversity, which is trapping our country in a vicious circle of  impoverishment
and environmental degradation.

21 Years of  work for
Nature Conservation in Guatemala
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Sustainable community development will not be possible without the education, empowerment and
support to rural women. FUNDAECO has therefore integrated into all its territorial interventions a
new Program, aimed at supporting the  "Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights " of  rural women,
particularly in isolated communities located in protected areas.

Specifically,  FUNDAECO has raised the challenge of  establishing a NETWORK OF SEXUAL
AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH COMMUNITY CLINICS, benefiting over 100 marginalized,
isolated and highly vulnerable communities, located around the Protected Areas in Izabal and
Huehuetenango.

In order to launch and develop this new Program, FUNDAECO has been supported by two   Partners
with extensive experience in the subject:  "Movement for Equality Association (AME) and the Planned
Parenthood Federation of  America (PPFA), who have supported, advised and accompanied
FUNDAECO for two (2) years in this Program.

The motto of  this new Program is:

"My health is the health of my family, my community and my natural resources. "

A new Strategic Priority:
Reproductive Health
for the poorest, most  marginalized
and vulnerable indigenous Women in Guatemala



FUNDAECO works in Four Priority Regions in Guatemala:

- The Caribbean Rainforests Corridor of  Guatemala (Department of  Izabal)
- The Ecological Metropolitan Belt of  Guatemala City  (Department of  Guatemala)
- The Cuchumatanes Mountain Range (Department of  Huehuetenango)
- The Biological Corridor of  Guatemala’s Southern Coast (COBIOSUR), supporting the -
- Sipacate-Naranjo National Park (Department of  Escuintla).

During the next five years, we will also give-renewed priority to the protection of  Guatemala’s
Coastal and Marine Resources and to the protection of  dry ecosystems in Huehuetenango and
eastern Guatemala.

In each of  these Priority Regions, FUNDAECO promotes the Design, Establishment and
Management of  Protected Areas, conceived as tools for land management for sustainable
development and nature conservation.

Working in regions of
High Biodiversity that
are highly threatened by deforestation
and habitat destruction

Our Goal is to build sustainable Land Management processes that
simultaneously maximize the three objectives of  Nature Conservation, Well-
being and Community Empowerment and sustainable income generation.
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- Establishment of  5 Institutional Nature Reserves with an average surface of  500 
hectares, for a total of   2,500 hectares of  protected forests.

- Establishment of  5 Municipal, communal and private Reserves, with an average of  
250 hectares each, for a total protected surface of  1,250 hectares.

- Legal transfer of  4,500 hectares of  national lands to CONAP for conservation purposes.

- Legalization and Titling of  communal lands of  20 communities within Protected Areas, with 
an average surface of  7,000 hectares of  legalized community lands.

- Preparation and presentation of  10,000 hectares of  forests to the National Forestry Incentives
Program, for protection and management purposes.



In each Protected Area in which we work, we carry out actions in four major Strategic Work
Programs, which seek to tackle the main challenges of  land management for sustainability:

- Conservation of  Lands and Biodiversity Protection
- Sustainable Community Development, empowerment and participation; and Communal 

Land Legalization and Titling.
- Strengthening of   Municipal Environmental Management; and
- Sustainable Production and small business development for alternative economic 

livelihoods (which are compatible with nature conservation)

Although we define ourselves as an environmental-conservationist NGO, over 50% of  our budget
is invested in sustainable community development and the fight against rural poverty.

Building an Integrated
and Systemic approach

to Protected Area Management
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During the next five years, FUNDAECO seeks to increase twofold the achievements
of  the past years. This means that we will need to expand our Donor base of  support, create new strategic
alliances and increase our institutional capabilities.
In order to achieve this Goal, we urgently need your support!

In order to multiply by two the Concrete Results achieved to this day, we seek –among other goals-
 to achieve the following Future Tangible Impacts:

- Preparation of  three aditionnal Eco-Regional Plans:
o Phase II of  the Ecological Metropolitan Belt design
o Design of  a system of  Protected Areas and connectivity corridors for the Sierra de Los Cuchumatanes
o Design of  a Regional System of  Protected Areas and corridors for the North of   Huehuetenango

- Final design, presentation to CONAP and Legal Declaration of  five new Protected Areas for
Guatemala:

o Sierra Caral (Caribean region)
o Sierra Santa Cruz (Caribean region)
o Todos Santos Cuchumatán (Huehuetenango)
o Cerro Cruz Maltín (Huehuetenango)
o Pepajau-Magdalena (Huehuetenango)

The Next Five Years:
We urgently need your support!!
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We firmly believe in the fundamental contribution of  the knowledge, values
and cultures of  Guatemala’s Indigenous Peoples, in the construction of  a
sustainable society and in Nature Conservation.

Beyond our field work interventions, in order t
o create a favorable socio-political context
for our activities, FUNDAECO also c
arries out Legal and Policy Lobbying activities, fostering an environmental
culture and an active environmental citizenship.

We give a very high priority to our Networking activities, both at the national, regional and
international levels.

In order to guide our work, we embrace the principles of  sustainable development; citizen and
community empowerment; community-based conservation; and co-management of  protected areas
by civil society (NGO´s) and local communities.
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In order to guide, evaluate and measure the impacts of  our efforts, FUNDAECO has defined a series
of  “Concrete Institutional Results”, which are used as Monitoring   Indicators (see Box). Between
1990 and 2010, in its 20 years of  work, FUNDAECO has implemented an integrated effort for the
Conservation of  Nature in Guatemala, which has accomplished the following achievements (cumulative
results from all regions):

An institutional commitment
to concrete, tangible Results

It is important to emphasize that this work has been carried out in regions with very little presence from the State
of  Guatemala, and under many pressures and threats: The Director of  FUNDAECO survived an armed attack
in 1992 and one Park Ranger and one field worker have been assassinated during this period.

- Eco-regional planning of  large-scale conservation regions and biological corridors: Identification of
protected areas and corridors for connectivity in 3 eco-regions (Caribbean Rainforest Corridor, Ecological
Metropolitan Belt, and Southern Coast Biological Corridor).

- Design and legal declaration of  Protected Areas by CONAP and the National Congress: Two Areas
designed and declared; two more presented to CONAP.

- Land Acquisition for conservation purposes and establishment of  Natural Reserves: 11 Institutional
Reserves established; 8,000 hectares protected.

- Establishment of  Municipal, Communal and Private Natural Reserves: 11 Reserves established; 6,000 
hectares protected;

- Promotion of  agro-ecological alternatives: Recovery of  763 hectares with reforestation, organic pepper,
fruit trees, green manures and nitrogen fixing trees.

- Obtention of  Forest Protection Incentives from the State of  Guatemala: 15,000 hectares presented to 
the National Forestry Incentives Program.

- Legalization and titling of  communal and indigenous lands within protected areas: 18,000 hectares 
legalized for 41 communities (26 Maya communities, 15 Ladino communities).

- Establishment of  participatory bodies for the management and governance of  Protected Areas: 2 
Executive Councils and 4 Communal Committees for the participatory management of  protected areas in
place.

- Biological Research of  indicator species (birds, palms, amphibians, beetles, bats and fishes), including
the longest running Resident and Migratory Bird Banding and Monitoring Program in Mesoamerica 
(18 years of  uninterrupted monitoring; over 28,000 banded birds).

- Establishment of  Ecological Metropolitan Parks: 2 Ravines established as metropolitan natural parks.
- Establishment of  Ecotourism Sites and Infrastructure for Public Use: 3  Biological Stations and 6 

Interpretative Mountain Trails established.
- Strengthening of  Community Organizations: 50 associations and community based committees 

established and strengthened; 4 Groups of  Artisan Women established.
- Establishment of  Environmental Services Payment Mechanisms: 4 Schemes established and working 

(municipal payment of  water fees; support by Port Company; Visitor Fees; INGUAT project support).
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FUNDAECO works through its network of  “Local Chapters”, each one of  them focused in the
establishment and management of  specific Protected Areas located in its region.
These Chapters are administratively autonomous and have the staff  and equipment necessary to carry
out their task.

Our Local Chapters are coordinated and supervised by local environmental leaders, with a proven
record of  technical and social commitment.

Currently, FUNDAECO has seven Local Chapters and one Central Office:

- FUNDAECO-Cerro San Gil
- FUNDAECO-Río Sarstún
- FUNDAECO-Costas, focused in the protection of  the coastal-marine resources of  the 

Amatique Bay (Reefs and beaches)
- FUNDAECO-Morales, working in Sierra Caral y the Municipal Park of  “Montaña Chiclera”
- FUNDAECO- Sierra Santa Cruz,
- FUNDAECO-Metropolitana, focused in the establishment and protection of  Guatemala 

City´sEcological Metropolitan Belt.
- FUNDAECO-Huehuetenango, working in the design, legal declaration and management 

of  three new protected areas in the Cuchumatenes Mountain Range (Reserva Forestal Todos
Santos Cuchumatán, Pepajau-Magdalena and Cruz Maltín).

-           FUNDAECO-Frontera Norte, working in the design a Regional Protected Areas Sub system
             in order to fill one of  the most important conservation gaps in the country in a high 

endemism region; the North of  Huehuetenango.

A decentralized structure,
built on strong local environmental leadership
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In Huehuetenango, we find unique species,
species assemblages and ecological
processes, not to be found elsewhere
in Guatemala and Central America. These remaining habitats act
as “mountain islands”, providing refuge to species and acting as vital centers
of  speciation and dispersion. The Sierra de Los Cuchumatanes central Highlands,
in particular, have been identified as a regional center of  endemism. This region presents
high levels of  plant diversity (76 families, 415 species) and local endemism (53 new species recorded),
significantly higher than other regions at the same altitudes. Some of  the endemic species recorded by
the little studies carried out in the region are: Garrya corvorum, Juniperus standleyii, Senecio nubivagus, Cerastium
juniperorum, Cardamine eremita, Cuchumatanea steyermarkii, Cirsium skutcchii, Acathogeron guatemalensis, Tauschia
steyermarkii and  Montia calcicola.

Cloud Forests between 1600 and y 2800 meters have been identified as the regions of  highest diversity
and endemism for beetles. Additionally, the forests of  Juniperus standley and Pinus hartwegii, and forest
associations of  Pinus, Quercus and Abies are of  high priority for conservation, as they are in grave danger
of  disappearing within the next twenty years.

As surprising as it may seem, there is not a single declared National Protected Area in Huehuetenango:
This region is the single most important Gap in the Guatemalan System of  Protected Areas, and the
National Biodiversity Strategy has prioritized its identification, design and legal establishment.

FUNDAECO has accepted this challenge, and with the support from the Cooperation of  the Netherlands
and the local Farmers Association ASOCUCH, has launched an ambitious initiative to establish between
3 and 6 new Protected Areas in the Department of  Huehuetenango, and to design a Bio-Regional strategy
for conservation that will guide our efforts during the next ten years.

Of  particular URGENCY will be the design, legal declaration and protection
of  three proposed protected areas: Todos Santos Cuchumatán, Cerro Cruz
Maltín and Pepajau-Magdalena.
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Each Local Chapter builds its work through
the establishment of  partnerships and
alliances with local stakeholders. We work through a local
environmental network of  volunteers, partner communities, schools, journalists
and local media, Municipalities, Producer Associations, and local businesses, which
together can help us fulfill our Mission.
FUNDAECO ´s Central Offices are located in Guatemala City, and are responsible of  Strategic Direction
and Planning, Financial Management and Internal Auditing, and Fund Raising.

FUNDAECO also promotes the conservation of  the Punta de Manabique Wildlife Refuge, through its direct
support to the Fundación Conservacionista Mario Dary, designated co-manager of  this protected area. And
support the conservation of  the Aristides Crespo and Adelita Calvani Park, manged by APEMAYAC in Peten.
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The Department of  Huehuetenango, located in the north-western highlands of  Guatemala, was one of
the hardest hit regions during the country’s 30 year long armed conflict. With one of  the highest population
densities in the country (114 persons per square km), this Department has some of  the highest levels
of  poverty, malnutrition, illiteracy, and social disparities in all of  Guatemala. With little agricultural soils,
poor communication infrastructure, and poor basic social services in most rural communities, Huehuetenango
is of  high priority in all national strategies against poverty. This Department also has a unique cultural
diversity, with six different Mayan cultures: Quichés, Mams, Kanjobales, Akatecos, Chujes and Poptíes.

Huehuetenango is also one of  the most deforested and eroded Departments in Guatemala; because of
its topography, micro-climates and the presence of  very dry regions, it is also highly vulnerable to the
effects of  global climate change. In this context, we can easily foresee a significant increase in pressures
against its environment and its natural ecosystems.

But Huehuetenango is also the most bio-diverse Department of  Guatemala: With altitudes ranging
between 500 and 3,900 meters above sea level, 7 Life Zones and a truly dramatic topography, this region
still harbors important remnants of  an enormous diversity of  Natural Ecosystems, including riparian
wetlands, dry forests, very humid tropical forests, karstic “cenotes”, montane forests and sub-alpine
grasslands.

Filling the largest Gap
in the Guatemalan System of  Protected Areas:

“The Sierra de Los Cuchumatanes”
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FUNDAECO´s main strategy has been to design Protected Areas not as “green islands” separated
from their surroundings, but as land management tools for the protection of  biodiversity
and the production of  environmental services at the landscape or bio-regional level.

Each area is designed according to eco-regional criteria, in order to include whole functional
ecosystems (watersheds, gradients, mountain-coast corridors, etc.), to be managed through different
zoning regulations: Core Zones for strict protection; Multiple Use Zones with land-use change
restrictions and Buffer Zones for ecological restoration.

Designing protected areas under such an eco-regional concept necessarily expands management
efforts to larger territories, and requires the participation and inclusion of  a diverse array
of  stakeholders, land uses and property arrangements.

Protected Areas for Sustainable Development: An
alternative approach to Rural Development and the fight against

poverty
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The protection of  these ravines through
Municipal Regulations and through
the establishment of  Natural Reser ves  wi l l  p rov ide :
recreational and educational opportunities in a natural environment; cultural
and social spaces; employment and business opportunities for small family
businesses in neighborhoods; opportunities for productive social participation of  youth at risk and
increased public safety in urban and suburban neighborhoods.

The few studies carried out by FUNDAECO have also shown that these ravines and forested
remnants still provide refuge to a surprisingly high biological diversity: 5 Life Zones come together
in the Department of  Guatemala (humid subtropical temperate forests, low montane humid forests,
very humid subtropical forests, subtropical dry forests, and very humid low montane forests). These
remaining forests are refuges to its threatened flora and fauna.

At least 6 species of  quercus and for species of  pines still remain; Over 1,500 species of  plants,
115 species of  birds, 40 species of  mammals, 50 species of  butterflies, and over 70 species of
reptiles and amphibians have been reported in this region. These forests are particularly important
for migratory birds, as ravines and forested hills play a key role as refuges, wintering and stopover
sites during their migration from Canada and the United States.

The Ecological Metropolitan Belt is a tool for participatory land management and community
based protection of  natural ecosystems, that simultaneously tackles the challenges of
vulnerability to climate change and loss of  biodiversity, in an unusual but increasingly
common situation: the poor urban and sub-urban neighborhoods of  Guatemala City.

The support to the establishment o an Ecological Metropolitan Belt in
Guatemala City is URGENT, and will consolidate a pioneering sustainable
urban development scheme that will be replicated in other cities of  Central
America.
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The participatory governance of
protected areas and the promotion of  productive land uses
that are compatible with management objectives are therefore central
components of  FUNDAECO´s work. Accordingly, our methodology includes two
innovative and key components:

- Communal land legalization and titling, and catastral mapping within protected 
areas; and

- The establishment of  participatory bodies for the governance of  protected areas, or 
“Local Executive Councils”.

Accordingly, FUNDAECO promotes sustainable economic alternatives compatible with the goals
of  each management Zone:

- Extensive Ecotourism in Core Zones
- Forestry Management and sustainable extraction of  non-timber forest products, 

in Multiple Use Zones; and
- Agro forestry and reforestation, in Buffer Zones.

Finally, the establishment of  Environmental Service Payment Mechanisms is a cross cutting
strategy in order to reach the financial sustainability of  protected areas.

By managing Protected Areas with this methodology, we are actually
implementing an alternative Strategy for Sustainable Development and the
fight against poverty in areas of  high biodiversity.
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IN 1995, FUNDAECO and the National Sports Confederation (CDAG) established the first
Ecological Metropolitan Park in a ravine within Guatemala City: The Cayalá Natural Park.
This new park rapidly became a pioneering model for nature conservation in the context of  urban
poverty.

Based on this experience, FUNDAECO developed an eco-regional design for the establishment
of  an “Ecological Metropolitan Belt” (CEM), in order to protect over 5,000 hectares of
remaining forests located within the ravines of  Guatemala City, in areas unsuitable for
urban development.

These forests provide invaluable environmental services to the City: Water table replenishment,
regulation of  urban micro-climates, air purification, protection against disasters and extreme climatic
events, green spaces, refuges for the surprising biodiversity that still lives within the city limits, and
landscapes that generate urban wellbeing.

They are the heart of  the “Metropolitan Ecological Belt”, which is defined as a “System of
natural areas under different management schemes, which together will ensure the
sustainable production of  environmental services, will increase the quality of  life of
its inhabitants and will become a central characteristic of  the urban identity of  Guatemala
City”.

The Dream of  a Green City:
“The Ecological Metropolitan Belt”
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Historically, FUNDAECO´s work has concentrated in the Caribbean Region of  Guatemala, between
the borders of  Belize and Honduras, where we are struggling to save the largest remnants of  very
humid tropical forests in the country.

In the coastal mountains of  Izabal, isolation and speciation processes occurred during the formation
of  the Central American Land Mass. Although located close to each other, these forests have very
different species assemblages and high levels of  local endemism that set them apart: Cerro San Gil
has high levels of  endemism of  plants and amphibians; Sierra Caral presents endemism of  insects
and Chocón Nacional (Sierra Santa Cruz) endemism of  reptiles.

“Border to Border”:
The Caribbean Rainforest

Corridor of  Guatemala
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Because o deforestation, these forests
are once again “biological islands”
that need to be protected and
connected in order to ensure the long term conservation,
dispersion, genetic variability and diversity of  species at the eco-regional
scale.
These forest remnants still harbor 54% of  the total number of  species of  terrestrial vertebrates
in Guatemala (768 species); 56% of  its amphibians (57 sp.); 48% of  its reptiles (89 sp.);
61% of  its mammals (151 sp.) and 67% of  its birds (471 sp.). The diversity of  bats is
quite notable, with 79 species (75% of  the national total).

The Caribbean region is an important center of  endemism for plants (23 sp.), frogs of  the
Eleutherodactylus gender (11 sp.), and Melolonthidae beetles (9 endemico species reported). Of
the 471 species of  birds, 11 are regional endemics. These forests are also an important migratory
corridor: over 90 species of  migratory birds use them as wintering or stop over sites. Five threatened
bird species listed in the IUCN-Bird Life Red List are present in this region.

These forests are also providing vital environmental services for the well being ant the local economy
of  its inhabitants: drinking water, protection against sedimentation of  navigation channels, risk
reduction and mitigation, timber, and a variety of  non-timber forest products, among others.

The protection and sustainable management of  these forests is an urgent priority for Guatemala
and the World!
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The Legal Declaration of  Sierra Caral and Sierra Santa Cruz as Protected
Areas by the National Legislature, as well as the consolidation of  the
management of  existing protected areas is a strategic priority for Guatemala.


